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Sunflower Foundation Announces 2012 Advocacy Fellows
TOPEKA – The 2012 class of Advocacy Fellows for the Sunflower Foundation: Health Care for Kansans has been announced. This year’s class of 15 nonprofit leaders from across the state will learn how to become effective public policy advocates for their organizations and the people they serve. 

The Advocacy Fellowship class is part of the foundation’s non-partisan advocacy initiative, which is designed to provide education and training opportunities for nonprofit leaders. The goal is to bring the perspective of the nonprofit world to public policy. 

“We are proud to build on the success of our first three classes with this fourth year of outstanding Fellows,” said Billie Hall, President and CEO of the Sunflower Foundation, which launched the advocacy program in 2008. “We are pleased with the diversity of individuals and organizations that are represented and look forward to another year of exceptional involvement from the group.” 

The fellowship program includes six sessions over the course of a year, including one visit to Washington, D.C. Topics include how to develop advocacy strategies, build coalitions and grassroots efforts, navigate the political process and work with the media. 

“Bringing together nonprofit leaders with a wide range of experiences and interests really brings a new voice to policy discussions – on a local, state and national level,” Hall said. “These Fellows, as well as the classes before them, are committed to learning, engaging and building a network across the state that can address health care issues facing us now and in the future.” 
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Leaders selected for the 2012 Advocacy Fellowship class are: 

COLBY
Sue Evans, Executive Director

Northwest Council on Substance Abuse
EL DORADO
Audra Kenneson, Smart Start Coordinator
Rainbows United, Inc.
GARDEN CITY
Deanna Berry, Executive Director
Russell Child Development Center
KANSAS CITY
Erica Andrade, Health Navigator
El Centro, Inc.
Amy Goldstein, Senior Director of Programs Services and Advocacy
National MS Society, Mid America Chapter
Hannah Sandal, Medical-Legal Partnership Fellow
University of Kansas School of Law
LAWRENCE
David Johnson, CEO 
Bert Nash Mental Health Center
OLATHE
Scott Koertner, Director of Programs
Heart to Heart International

OVERLAND PARK
Mark Richards, President and CEO
Marillac, Inc.
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PITTSBURG

Linda Bean, Chief Medical Officer

The Community Health Center of Southeast Kansas
TOPEKA
John Calbeck, Executive Director
Shawnee Regional Prevention and Recovery Services, Inc.
Mildred Edwards, Executive Director
Kansas African American Affairs Commission
Rachel Monger, Director of Governmental Affairs
LeadingAge Kansas
Nick Wood, Systems Change Advocacy Coordinator & Lead Investigator
Disability Rights Center of Kansas
WICHITA

David Sherman, Chief Development Officer
Kansas Big Brothers Big Sisters
A brief bio and photograph of each Fellow can be found on the Sunflower Foundation website at: http://www.sunflowerfoundation.org/user/file/2012%20Fellows%20Bios.pdf
The Sunflower Foundation is a charitable organization with a mission to serve as a catalyst for improving the health of Kansans. The foundation’s funding priorities are health care access, healthy behaviors and prevention, capacity building and advocacy. More information is available at www.sunflowerfoundation.org. 
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